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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6,9,10,15-19,22,23 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Oas (US Des Pat 227,148). 

With respect to claims 1-5,9,16-19 and 22 Oas discloses a bucket tool organizer, 
comprising: a tool insert (Fig 1 and 2 see container with plurality of holes) situated within 
the interior of a container having an upper end, an opening near the upper end, a closed 
lower end, and a side wall (Fig 1 and 2 generally), said tool insert located near the 
centroid of the container including a holster substantially spanning the opening (see Fig 
1) and having a shape configured to tightly receive an object therein, the shape being 
bounded by first and second side panels, first and second end panels, and a bottom 
panel. Oas also discloses the holster has a contoured shape corresponding in size and 
shape to an object to be placed in it. Oas further discloses that the bottom panel of said 
tool insert includes a necked-down region (Fig 2 generally) and an eyelet disposed 
through the bottom panel (Fig 1). Oas still further discloses fastening means/clips for 
releasably securing the tool insert to the upper end of the container (Fig 3). 
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With respect to claim 6, the tool insert is certainly capable of being removably 
situated within the interior of the container as can be seen in Fig 3 as it appears the 
insert is clipped to the bucket's upper rim. 

With respect to claims 10 and 23, Oas discloses a bucket mounted tool carrier 
(Fig 1 and 3 see handle at left and right side of the bucket) adapted to contour about the 
container. 

With respect to claims 15 and 27, while Oas does not expressly disclose that the 
insert holds a power tool, it does hold tools and therefore, capable of holding power 
tools. 

Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fogelberg (US Pat 5,186,329). 

With respect to claim 1, Fogelberg discloses a bucket tool organizer comprising a 
tool insert (Fogelberg Fig 1, reference number 10) situated within the interior of a 
container (ref. no. 12) having an upper end, an opening near the upper end, a closed 
lower end, and a side wall (see Fig 1 generally), said tool insert including a contoured 
holster (note the various pockets of the tool insert, ref. nos. 32,44 and 46) having a 
shape configured to tightly receive an object therein (see Fig 3 generally), the shape 
being bounded by first and second side panels (Fig 1 ref no 18), first and second end 
panels (Fig 1 ref nos 40 and 62), and a bottom panel (Fig 1 ref no 28). 

With respect to claim 8, Fogelberg discloses that the tool insert includes one or 
more pockets attached to one or both of said first and second side panels (Fig 1 see 
plurality of pockets next to side panels ref no 18). 
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Claims 1,2,3,4,6,9,16,17,18 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fellman (US Pat 5, 1 86,329). 

With respect to claims 1,2,3,4,6,9,16,17,18 and 22, Fellman discloses a bucket 
tool organizer, comprising a tool insert (Fellman Fig 1 ref 10) removably situated within 
the interior of a container having an upper end, an opening near the upper end, a closed 
lower end, and a side wall, said tool insert including a contoured holster (14) situated 
near the centroid of the container substantially spanning the opening having a shape 
configured to tightly receive an object therein, the shape being bounded by first and 
second side panels, first and second end panels, and a bottom panel (Fig 1 generally); 
and fastening means/clips (Fig 5 and 7 ref 18) for releasably securing the tool insert to 
the upper end of the container. Fellman also discloses that the insert has a necked 
down region (Fig 2 at ref 15) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oas (US Des Pat 227,148). 

With respect to claims 7 and 20, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the holster of a fabric 
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or cloth since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to 
select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Claims 10-14 and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Oas (US Des Pat 227,148) as applied to claim 1 above and further in 
view of Lindsay (US Pat 4,993,551). 

With respect to claims 10,11,23 and 24, Oas discloses all the limitations of the 
claim except that the bucket mounted tool carrier includes a cylindrically shaped interior 
panel member configured to drape over said open end and extend into the interior of the 
container, and an exterior panel member configured to drape over the exterior of the 
container. However, Lindsay discloses a bucket mounted tool carrier (Lindsay Fig 1 ref 
10) including a cylindrically shaped interior panel member including pockets configured 
to drape over said open end and extend into the interior of the container, and an exterior 
panel member configured to drape over the exterior of the container (See Fig 1 
generally) for the purpose of allowing a user to carry a wide variety of tools that are 
readily available in an organized fashion (column 1 , lines 9-13). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the bucket configuration of Oas to include a bucket mounted tool 
carrier, as taught by Lindsay for providing additional storage for tools such as scrub 
brushes or sponges. 

With respect to claims 12,13,25 and 26, Lindsay discloses a cylindrically shaped 
interior panel member (Fig 1 ref no 22) that includes a pleated section (ref no 26) 
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configured to drape over said open end and extend into the interior of the container and 
an exterior panel member (ref no 24) that includes a slotted section (ref no 35) 
configured to drape over the exterior of the container. 

With respect to claim 14, Oas discloses that the insert is fixedly secured to the 
tool carrier (Oas Fig 3). 

Claims 16 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fogelberg (US Pat 5,186,329) in view of Fellman (US Pat 6,260,730). 

With respect to claims 16 and 21, Fogelberg discloses all the limitations of the 
claim (see rejection for claims 1 and 8 in view of Fogelberg above), except fastening 
means for releasably securing the tool insert to the upper end of the container. 
However, Fellman discloses a bucket/paint container with an insert/interchangeable 
liner (Fellman Fig 1) having fastening means for releasably securing the insert to the 
upper end of the container (Fig 2,5,7; see also Abstract lines 4-7 emphasis on "snap- 
fittable securement"). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the insert of Fogelman to 
include an upper portion having fastening means for releasably securing the insert to 
the upper end of the container, as taught by Fellman, for the purpose of easily and 
readily replacing inserts (column 2, lines 12-15). 

Claims 28-34 and 36-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lindsay (US Pat 4,993,551) in view of Oas (US Des Pat 227,148). 

With respect to claims 28,33,40 and 41, Lindsay discloses a bucket tool 
organizer, comprising: a bucket mounted tool carrier (Lindsay Fig 1 ref 10) adapted to 
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contour about a container having an open upper end, a closed lower end, and a side 
wall (Fig 1 ref 12), said bucket mounted tool carrier including a cylindrically shaped 
interior panel member including pockets configured to drape over said open end and 
extend into the interior of the container, and an exterior panel member configured to 
drape over the exterior of the container (See Fig 1 generally). Lindsay does not 
disclose a tool insert removably situated within the interior of the container, said tool 
insert including a contoured holster having a shape configured to tightly receive an 
object therein, the shape being bounded by first and second side panels, first and 
second end panels, and a bottom panel; and fastening means for releasably/fixedly 
securing the tool insert to the upper end of the container and to the bucket mounted tool 
carrier. However Oas discloses a tool insert removably situated within the interior of a 
container (Oas Fig 2), said tool insert including a contoured holster (Fig 1) having a 
shape configured to tightly receive an object therein, the shape being bounded by first 
and second side panels, first and second end panels, and a bottom panel; and fastening 
means for releasably securing the tool insert to the upper end of the container (Fig 3). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the bucket configuration of Lindsay to include a tool 
insert removably situated within the interior of a container, as taught by Oas, for the 
purpose of providing additional storage for tools (whether it be a power tool or mop). 

With respect to claims 29-32, see rejection for claims 3-6 above. 

With respect to claim 34, see rejection for claims 7 and 20 above. 

With respect to claim 36, see rejection for claim 9 above. 
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With respect to claims 37 and 38, see rejections for claims 12 and 13 above. 

With respect to claim 39, see rejections of claims 15 and 27 above. 

Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lindsay 
(US Pat 4,993,551) in view of Oas (US Des Pat 227,148) as applied to claim 28 and 
further in view of Marshall (US Pat 6,138,827). 

With respect to claim 35, Lindsay as modified above discloses all the limitations 
of the claim except that the tool insert includes one or more pockets attached to one or 
both of said first and second side panels. However, Marshall discloses a tool holding 
attachment device including pockets of varying sizes and configurations for providing a 
unique combination of large capacity storage, greater ease of transport and user 
convenience (Marshall column 3, lines 30 and 40-42). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the insert of Lindsay as modified above, to include pockets, as taught by 
Marshall, for the purpose of providing a more convenient bucket tool organizer for 
storing using and transporting tools. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/14/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive as to the rejection of claims 1 and 8 in view of Fogelberg. With respect to 
claims 1 and 8, Applicant argues Fogelberg does not disclose a "tool insert including a 
holster substantially spanning the opening." This is unpersuasive because in as much 
as Applicant has defined a holster, Fogelberg clearly discloses a holster substantially 
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spanning the opening of the container (Fogelberg Fig 3 noting the series of pockets with 
tools making up the tool insert). 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-41 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See updated pto-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven B. Pollicoff whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7818. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7:30A.M.-4:00P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571)272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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